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Asher’s Garden: Actions Speak Louder Than Words

First Step to Service Program

Asher, or “Ash,” as his friends liked to call him, had always loved gardening. He enjoyed watching
plants grow and imagining the possibilities each seed held. One Friday afternoon, as he walked
home from school, he noticed several younger students carrying weekend lunch bags. Many of
them seemed quiet and tired, and Asher realized that not everyone had enough to eat once the
school cafeteria was closed.

He thought about a passage he had recently read in his youth group: “The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me... to bring glad tidings to the poor” (Luke 4:18). He also remembered: “Let us love not in
word or speech but in deed and truth” (1 John 3:18). Asher understood that caring for others
wasn't just about feeling sympathy or talking about it—it meant taking action.

Over the weekend, Asher decided to do something practical. He planted extra vegetables and
herbs in a small corner of his backyard and put up a simple sign: “‘Take what you need.” He
invited friends and neighbors to stop by whenever they needed food. By Monday, Asher saw the
first of his neighbors picking tomatoes and lettuce. Some waved shyly, some smiled broadly,
and some left quietly with their bags full. Asher felt a deep sense of fulfillment—he was seeing
his faith in action.

Inspired, Asher shared the idea with his school friends, encouraging them to think of ways they
could help others in meaningful, tangible ways. Together, they began to imagine a network of
small acts—gardens, care packages, volunteer efforts—ways to make a real difference in their
community.

Asher realized that even small, thoughtful actions could have a ripple
effect, spreading hope, kindness, and love far beyond what he
had ever imagined.

DISCUSS

As we learn about stories like Asher's throughout Poverty Awareness Month, how can
noticing the needs of others and taking action inspire you to make a difference in your
school or community? Discuss as a class.
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